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The Rotary Club of Lincoln  

(Established 1922) 

 

July 2026 Newsletter  
The Rotary Club of Lincoln Meeting – Monday 27th July 

Guest Speaker: Peter Harold 

Honorary member of Lincoln Colonia Rotary Club 

Peter delivered an engaging presentation on Sailability, a worldwide network of programmes 
that enable people with disabilities to enjoy sailing. The charity provides fully supported boating 
experiences, training, and adapted equipment so that anyone can participate. 

Operated by the Royal Yachting Association, Sailability offers safe and supported access to 
sailing for individuals with physical, sensory, learning, or cognitive disabilities. 

The Lincoln Sailability Club, based at Apex Lake in North Hykeham, operates nine boats, 
including Challenger craft and smaller dinghies. The club is staffed by qualified RYA instructors 
and dedicated volunteers, including several Sleaford Rotarians. Sessions run every Friday from  
13:00 to 15:00.  

The faces two key challenges, Firstly, they only have 12 participating sailing members and they 
have the capacity for 20 per session. Rotary Members are asked to raise awareness of this 
opportunity for people with disabilities. Membership of the Sailability Club only costing only 
£50pa. 

Secondary, they are having difficulties meeting their running costs of £6,500 pa, with 
government funding being withdrawn for these types of projects.  
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Peter also shared his interest in nautical heritage, describing replicas of Nelson’s schooner 
Pickle and a traditional Klinker boat once used to transport goods along the canals between 
Hull and Sheffield. Both vessels are based in Hull. 

 

 

 

He concluded with the inspiring story 
of Jasmine Harrison, a British 
adventurer sponsored by Rotary who 
became the youngest woman to row 
solo across the Atlantic in February 
2021 at age 21. 

  

 

 

Vote of thanks: Bob Bellamy, himself a former Sailability instructor, emphasised the 
life-changing impact sailing can have, helping people feel whole again and reminding them that 
life continues. 

 

 

 

Club Notices  

 

Council Meeting Summary 

President John Herrick provided a brief update on the Council meeting held on Thursday 23 July, 
noting new policies on Recruitment, Safeguarding and Health & Safety, now available on the 
Rotary website. 
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Canapes in the Cloisters, a huge success once again 

Paul Brewer reported that the event was once again a tremendous 
success. He thanked: 

• President John for speaking 

• Diane Genders and Andrew Arden for selling a large 
number of tickets 

• Barry Dean for his raffle ticket sales 

• Members of Inner Wheel, who played a significant role in 
catering 

 

 

 

Final revenue figures are still being confirmed. Proceeds 
will be shared between FFN, the Rotary Club of Lincoln, 
and the Inner Wheel of Lincoln. (Feuscht-Fröhliche 
Neustädter translates as “Damp Happy Neustadters.”) 

The club extends its thanks to Paul Brewer for 
representing Rotary’s interests at the event. 

 

 

 

 

 

Members Pledge their supports for Orange the World 

Initiated by Malcom Miller, members of the Rotary 
Club attending the assembly pledge their support for 
Inner Wheel initiative promoting the UN project 
Orange the World, a worldwide effort to end violence 
against women and girls. 

The pledge says: “I pledge that I will always respect 
women and girls and that I will stand up for their right 
to live their lives free from all forms of violence and 
discrimination. I also urge all governments to ensure 
their laws and law enforcement also do the same.” 



 
 

4 
 

The Rotary Club of Lincoln Meeting – Monday 13th July 

Presidential Handover took place with Past President 
Patrick Forbes Ritte handing over the Presidential 
chain of Office to 2025/2026 President John Herrick  

:  

 

Assembly Speaker: Terry Coffey, member of Lincoln Rotary Club 

 Terry described how he collaborated with his 
daughter to write a book about his life. Over 52 
weeks, she asked him questions and he 
responded; their dialogue was then shaped into 
a published narrative 
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Lincoln Rotary Council Meeting Minutes 

Held on 23/7/26 at 19:00 at the Offices of Priestley and Cockett Offices 

Attended by: President John Herrick, Immediate Past President Patrick Forbe Ritte, 
David McKee Club secretary, Barry Dean Treasurer , Lochan Manandhar International 
Officer & Martin Curtis Youth Services.  

Apologies:  Malcom Miller 

1. Major aims for 2026/2027 
 
President John stated that the major aims for the year are to- 
 

• Comply with District requirements on all Health and Safety plus 
Safeguarding issues 

• Make good recruitment of members a priority 
• Make and institute a varied social programme 
• Continue to assist our local communities by our efforts 
• Assist other charities in their efforts. 

 

2. Projects and Membership- (Patrick Forbes-Ritte); 
 

Risk assessment documentation 

Patrick stated that he is going to produce risk assessment documentation for 
each project we intend to undertake in the forthcoming year.  
Patrick will also produce documentation for each participating member to 
sign  confirming that they understand the health and safety and safeguarding 
expectations of the project.  
Members discussed the Age Concern Project, Taxi driving people to the Age 
Concern Christmas Party. Due to risk assessment issues we are considering 
offering a donation to age concern for taxis in the forthcoming year.  
 
Exciting new project proposal for 2026 

Patrick is proposing a Rotary Comedy Event for residents of nursing homes 
around Lincoln to be held at the end of November or early December. 

He has made contact with a Comedian willing to perform for £300. He 
suggests selling tickets at £20 per person. He proposes that the event could 
be held at a church hall on the Ermine.  

2 of 3 nursing homes he has approached have shown very keen interest. 
Refreshments and ushering provided by the members. Patrick has a contact 
willing to print free flyers and tickets.  
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3. International-(Lochan Manandhar); 

Lochan intends to make a presentation to the members at a forthcoming 
luncheon meeting reporting on how last year’s donation to a Nepalese 
project were spent and to propose a new project for the forthcoming year.  

She proposes this year a charitable donation to  

‘Children’s Habitation centre’ in Patan, Nepal. Possibly helping to meet 
transport costs to and from the Centre.  

Funds could be generated from a Nepalese food tasting evening to be hosted 
by Lochan and/or possibly funds from the comedy event 

 
4. Foundation (Malcom Miller) 

 
 Lochan suggested that when the charity bucket is passed round the table at 
Rotary meetings, members donate funds in honour of good news events in 
their lives. Sharing these events with the other members present.  
 

5. Youth Projects (Martin Curtis) 
 

President John suggested involvement in: a) The rotary Citizen of the Year 
Award and b) A safe driving one day course for new young drivers in 
2026/2027.  This to include a visit to a Fire Station to observe a road traffic 
crash scenario.  
Martin Curtis, Youth Services Officer stated that he is happy to support 
existing and new initiatives which others wish to lead in the forthcoming year, 
but he does not wish to lead new initiatives himself due to other 
commitments.  
 

6. Club Policy Documents  

President John has created Policy and Guidance documents for 
Safeguarding; Health and Safety and; Recruitment/Retention policy 
documents for the club which the council has  adopted.  

Copies on the documentation shall be posted on the website in due course. 

AOB  

President John suggested a member visit to the local Fire Station during 
the forthcoming year.  

Next Meeting: After one of the Assemblies in August  

 


