Rotary Lincoln talk. 18/03/2022 by Antony Dufort

Me president. Thank you very much for inviting me to address members of the Rolary Club of
Lincoln in your Centenary year,

Ladies and gentlemen,

| have produced these booklets %o give an idea of the sculptures | am going o Lalk about. |
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What is scylpture? f .
Oscar Wilde- rather cyricaily- defined 2 83 .

‘something you bumg into whon you stop back 10 view 8 painiing propery”. |

Public sculptures like my monument to George Boole are a bit bigger than the Gallery
bronzes he was talidng about, But Health and Salety worries endiessly aboul their scope 1o
injure peopie who (are stupid encugh) climb on them; Like Oscar Wilde, they sometimes
scem 13 view a pubic sculplure more as an obsiruction than as a work of arnt 1o be enjoyed.

Why do we do it?

One coesn’t do it for fame; no-cne looks for the sculplor's name on the base of even a
popular scuipture. So, satisfaction for me, comes for example, from seeing an old miner
proudly showing his granddaughter the name of his coliery on a bronze plague on the side
of my inbule scuiplure 1o the miners and colieries of he Nollinghamshire coalliekds. (See
pages 18 and 19). Adding some exira meaning and erjoyment ta a place for local pecple
and visiors s what &'s alf about for me.

:;.AMleGoomBm: please see the front cover of the booklet and pages
and5

| was nviied here lonight because was | was commissioned Lo do a sculplure of Lincoln's
scif-taught mathematical genius, George Boole, a few years ago, by the Hestam Trust-
which Is chalred by your Presicent. We hope %0 install it 2000 in the forecourt of Lincoin
Railway Station, starting possibly in June alter 18 kustrating monlhs in slorage.

Eoole Blography

There Is a brief summary of his life, engraved onto the back of the sione blackboard which
forms part of the sculphwe and tries 10 explain why his ‘Boolean” logic is stil 50 relevant
today. You can read this on the inside of the front cover. (Page 2)

The idea for the sculpture

The ea | developed lor the scudplure was 10 show Books as teacher and educastionalist;
hence the two young chikiren. His encowragement of education for women is symbolised by
including both a young girl and 8 boy. She locks directly al Boole, Bstening intently. Is the
bay doodling on his slate?

Cn the stone "blackboeard (Page 4) in a facsimide of his handwriting, | show, in part, an
important and apparently paradoxical Formula from his system of logic, x=x squared where x
equals Zero of one; This 5 also a reference 10 Boole's pioneering use of the blackboard in
teaching mathematics, bul please dont ask me 1o explain it!

I would now ke 10 1alk about some of mry other sculpture commissions:
First, The MCC Bowler, See pages 8 and 9
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Lord’s cricket ground.

Alter a lot of resaarch, | decided that the Yollow-through' position- after delivery of the bail,
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based on the aggression of fast bowlers ke the late Dennis Lilee. A friend, an amateur
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were comect, with clothes to be added later. Al a meeting of the Comenissioners, the MCC
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Westminstar Health and Safoty. Are you the sculptor of the bowler statue al Lords' he
asked? Yes' | replied. ¢
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champagne?' Yes', he agreed,
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siluation startod 10 suggest itsel!,
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Limehouse, where the saufptre had been cast, There, | coliectod a container full of bronze
fﬁmgs.msandpw«mdaowpledhrgofiu.ﬂtws. before the inspecior amved, |
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You may have noticad that three of the sculptures in this booklet are of coalminers, Please
lock first at pages 12 and 13. The Forest of Dean Miners monument. | have lived in the
Forest of Dean for 40 years. It was once a major coal mining area with deep mines and
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of them freeminers. What is 8 feeminer? Well, 10 become a froeminer of the Forest of Dean,
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the Rivers Sevem and Wy, You need to have worked a year and a day in a mine and be
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of the wails of Berwick castle, The Freeminors’ Association with 36 members has
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destruction of the Amazon rain forest. moymamndoonumbdomtmcoopnﬁm
and have outiasied them al,
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can fall wthout waming. It was 1o bo their Milersum project to celebrate the Forest's mining
Kshy.?hoMﬁmRothugmmnsbommmowmmomdwmm
me down his mine near Coalway for an 8 hour shilt, where | watched him and his cousin
Hedley cutting coal in @ 18" seam. "Like mining under your kitchen table” he said. Ancther
freeminer, Dave Harvey, modelled pationty, for the sculpture, making sure | got all the
dcusmAlmumﬂ&\gwtmwmwniwdn'boduptoMIhade
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to produce acetylene gas. The Forest of Dean is the only coatield in e workd with no
methane, 50 naked fame lamps were safe, if smelly and unpleasant, Minars could smoke
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detached, .
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and 23 it will be unveiled next woek. You can read the story behind it beneath the
photograph of this B4 relief,

For the third mining sculpture please see pages 18 and 19. This is 8 Fibule scudpture to the
Miners and collieries of the Nottinghamshire coalfields which | mentioned at the
begnning.,

It was Commissioned by Nottinghamshire County Council and urnveiled in 2005.
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fortunate 10 be allowed 1o go down Daw Mill Colliery near Coventry- then the most modern
and productive coal mine in Europe, with 15-foot-thick coal seams — quite a contrast 1o the
Fm’mm&ﬂmhwhomlmwdammnmmwm.

To get 1o the coal face 1ok over an hour, as it was several mies from the cage or 14,
Starting 3. 200 feet down at pit botiom. We first took a train, then an al-terrain vehide over
the bumgpry roadwary which had ‘pulled up' over the woekend. Down al the coal face, the
gigantic double ended coal shearer and the huge 15 ton hydraufic roof supperts which
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relation 10 the mass of rock and earth aboave us.

A team of 8 men could cut over ten thousand tons of coal in 8n B-hour shift. Here Methane
928 was the biggest danger, 50 after talking over a number of ileas with a group of miners,
Testing for gas became an otivious choice of subject for my sculpture. You can soo the
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concentrations of the lethal gas. How dangerous modem mining was, is illustraled by the
tragic fact that four men died at Daw Mill in 2006 and 7 after | was there, of preventabdle
accdants including mathane suffocation and the mine Esell clased in 2013 because of an
uncontrokable fre in one of the coal seams. | will never forget the sight of over a hundred
miners at pit bottom waiting for he change of shift, all wih Davy lamps on their beits — which
they trusted more than the moderm methanometers which they also carried,

Portrait busts. Please go to page 6: Cardinal Basll Hume. Basil Hume, who had been

my housemaster at school in the 1960's had an unusual and endearing face which matched

his kind and gentie character. | sculpled him in his monk's habit with Abbot's crass for

Ampleforth Abbey in 2002 for their bicantenary, shartly aftar he died. In 1996 he had

unvedod my sculpture of a Mother and Child - scen on the opposite page, for the London

&mmmadnpd-acmcm»m Strangaly, this was a contraversial sculpture
a8 whia,
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the virgin ‘who had always been 50 pure and chaste’, and would encourage ‘impure thoughts
in & boy's school, The following week there were several letters from incredulous catholic
mathers asking what on earth the doctor thought breasts were for and saying how much ey
liked the sculpture. | was later 1old by the lady head teacher at the Junicr school, that for
those chiden withoul younger siings, it was a invaluable teaching akd, Nevertheless, it did
not sty in the 5chool chapel for long.

Portralt busts 2 Harry Winter, see page 16

The bust of Harry Winter on page 16 was done as a tribute o an old flend, For 20 years he
regaled me with wonderful slories. He was a great favourite with the ladies of Streatham Hill
Scuth London where he deanad shop windaws from 1547 until he retired in 2019 aged 93.
*GM:moMmeumdbnyumpasmmmwwmm_mmd«na’s
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Ha told me that the splendid shape of his nose was the resultof gatting it trapped in the top
hatch of a gun carmier during the war. | wil tell you just one of his stores, Well, On Fridays.,
when he was 8 young bay, he would go to the bark with his harse dealer, markel trader and
prize fighting father. They would collect 250 sovereigns or guineas, which Hairy would carry
back in his dad's uplurned half-height top hat. Meanwhile hes grandmother would have
spread brown paper over the kitchen table. The whole family would then sit round carefully
scraping small gokd filings from the edges of his or her pile of sovereigns. The filings and
dust would go ino a chamaois leather pouch, for his father o buy mone horses when he had
collected enough. The sovereigns would be retumed to the Bank the following Monday.

£2 coins

Talking of Gold oins.... on the opposite page Is an image of probably my smalest public
commission, for the Rayal Mint. Though it has been the offcial curency £2 ooin since 2015,
only a few milion have been made so far, which makes it a rare coin apparently. The design
of Beitannia was basad on my sculptor wife Dorota who is Polish. A headiine in The Daily
Express, showing its usual lack of taste, screamed "Britannia on the new £2 coin is a Polish
immigranl ', Itis not true by the way that | get 3 commssion on each coin minted. ..
unfortunately.

John Gillespie Magee, pages 10 and 11

A second Lincolnshine commission which | am now working on, is 8 90 image of spitfire piot,
John Gilespie Magoe, who died in 2 mid-air collision with a trainee pidot from Cranwell at the
age of 19 in 1841, He is buried in Skopwick cometery, In my maguetie, on the right-hand
page, ha has returned from a fight at 33,000 feel whie with NO.53 operational training unit
based a1 Laundau in Wales and has jotted down his famous poam High fight’ (see back
page) on s pad, which he carries along with his gioves in his left hand. Like so many other
teenage pilot Officers, be has grown a small moustache to try and look okder.

He later senl the orginal draft of his poem 10 his parents in Washingion (he was an Anglo-
Amevican), where it is now on display in a gilass case in the Library of Congress next fo the
ofiginal of Rupert Brookes' poem’ If | should die, think only this of me'. He was trained with
the RCAF in Canada and after joining No 412 RCAF fighter squadron, based st RAF Digby,
here in Lincolrshive, was bdleted in Wellngore Hall while the squadron was dispersed there.
The John Gillespie Magee foundation which commissionad the memerial cblained planning
permission for it in a small park neartly, Thay are stll raising funds 10 complele the

Details of his Sying gear, especially the heimet and oxypen mask had 1o be meticulously
researched lo be correct for late 1941 as both the materials and design changed frequensly.

Margaret Thatcher. Pages 14 and 15.
in 2003, | wen a competition 19 scuipl the daughter of Alfred Robests JP a distingushed
Aldeman and Mayce of Grantham and member of Lincoln Rotary. At the top of page 14 is



Tony Banks chairman of Mr Speakers Fine Arts Committes which commissioned the
sculpture. He had diametrcally oppased political views 1o Margaret Thatcher, but felt it was
important 1o commemorate her with a sculpture in Members' Lobby of the house of
Commons as the first female Prime minister slongside AtSee, Uloyd George and Churchill,
Tony Banks had a droll sonse of humour, When asked 1o have a draft btie ready for when he
was ennobled in the New year's Honours list, he asked # he could be styled ‘Lord Banks of
the Thames'. He was 1old 'no’, He bacame Baron Stratford instead.

Baroness Thatcher was very helpful; posing off as herselfl delivering a major spoech in the
River room of the House of lords, To make her lips look as if she was talling, | asked her 1o
=y some words begnning with the letter B” 1o get just the right shape of her lips. Without
hesitation she said * Britain, .. Britain... great Beitain”. When I thanked her for hee contrdution
to the scupture she said "Well, it was in my own best interest’, She unvelled the sculpture
herself on the 24" of February 2007, with Tony Blair the only absent major politician, The
unveiling cioth got stuck on her pointing finger and Michael Martin, the Speaker had 10 pull it
off. Afterwards she said The house has dene me a great hanour, | might have preferred iron
but bronze will do, and it wont rust. ..

Finally, HM The Queen, pages 20, 21

However hard one Irses 10 anticipate problems; things can still go wrong, Hare is probably
the worst

axamplo from My entive career.

In 2016, | was commissioned 1o do this bust of the Queen 10 celebrata her 5 yearly o
‘quinquennial visit to the Honourable Artilery company of which sha has been Captain
General since before her Coronation. She had unvedled anather of my sculptures in 2012 so
I had met her before and had a good idea of how she looked, | chose 10 sculpt her as she
was In her seventies, rather than in her nineties. As the deadline was 100 tight for a bronze
cast, | agreed to do a bronze resin cast with the finished bronze to follow. 1,800 peopie had
been inviled 10 wilness the unveiling on the parade ground in frond of a huge marnquee.

A couple of hours before the unveiling | arrived at the gate. The commanding officer and a
couple of visiling generals were waiting for me, looking deeply worred, | asked what had
happened. ‘A lernble accident’ came the reply. ‘A shooting accident, | asked, fearfuly?. ‘No,
much worsa’”, | followed them inlo the guard room where | had lefl the bust the evening
bafore, It was ling on the Nleor where it had been pulied of its plinth by two young soldiers
pracicing uveilng il They had forgotien 1o attach the securing screws frst, 8s instructed. It
lookad Bke a very large, but broken easter egg: cracked all round and 8 67 long hole in one
sida from tha eyedrow down 10 the mouth.

Soma of the broken pieces were missing. ‘Is there anything you can do” they asked-
anxiously. ‘Ring the palace and warn them that there may be a change of plan’. | said. T will
G0 my best'. | put on my apeon, opened my toclbox and cailed for the Regimental Sergeant
Major, | gave him a list of things 1o find in the next fifteen minutes; ‘

I asked him 10 get: expanding foam, car body filler, six tubes of superglue and bronze paint.
Bubbie wrap and plasticene | already had with me, Af%er gluing and strapping the two halves
together | hall-filed the cavity with expanding foam which was bright green. | wondered
when or if, & would stop expanding. After about haif an howr | pushed in tha bubbie wrag, got
the RSM 1o cut bats off a chair leg, which 1 pushed into the cavity on top of the bubble wrap 1o
farm the foundation for the car body filer. Once this was hard, | glied on the surviving
fragments of the cheek. | fifled the gaps with grey plasticena from my tool kit and staned
painting it all with bronze paint which we had found in a nearby an shop.

But there was a peoblam:

Green worms of expanding foam were bl coming out of her majesty's nostrils and ears. |
put wads of body filer on to my fingers and held them Armiy in each aperture until the worms



ssemed to stop. We walked cut onlo the parade ground and put the sculpture in place,
securing it firmly onto the vacant plinth in front of the huge crowd, who had been staring al in
puzziement for over two hours, We put the unveiling cloth on top, The Royal cortege arrived
shortly after. Her Majosty, accompanied by the Commanding Officer, took hold of the gilded
unveilng cord, The two young sokliers prepared 1o lift the cloth,

I couldnt help worrying that there would still be groen worms coming out of the scudpture’s
nastnls,

¢
Happiy there weren't, In the presantation line afterwards, the Queen said to me, ‘I hear you
had a bit of & problem this moming'. Yes, you could call & that, your majesty’ | replied. As |
wandered aver to the sculpture, aflerwards, champagne in hand, | saw someane looking
closely at the bust. "You can't even see the cracks' saki the lady who turned out o be a
member of the Royal Party, Princess Michael of Kent, - obviously in on the sfory”. | think |
may have been a bit of a hero in the Officers mess- for a day. Or so. e

Thank you, Ladies and gentlemen. | can answer questions if anybody has. one



